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Using permaculture principles in design

Principles Design comments

1 Observe and interact

I have lived at this property for nearly 5 1/2 years and 

have had many opportunities to make observations 

and take photos

The idea is that the Permaculture Design Certificate 

will help me increase the chances of success with 

implementing food production and encouraging the 

ecosystem

I hope to enjoy sitting on the patio and observing 

nature in the backyard.  I can also observe while sitting 

at the kitchen table.

2 Catch and store energy

I plan to install a water tank in future to capture 

rainwater from the house/carport roof

I am composting to build organic matter

3 Obtain a yield

I can see that summer 2014/2015 will yield 

strawberries, tomatoes, chillis, and basil

I have been able to use home grown produce in my 

cooking, which reduces food bills and encourages 

healthy eating

It's very satisfying to watch the garden grow and eat 

the produce!

4 Self-regulate and respond to feedback

I have been sharing the design project progress with 

my husband, and will share this on my blog

I have made drafts of my design according to my 

husband's feedback

On a garden level, I take feedback from the plants as 

to their condition to show if they are having their 

needs met and provide accordingly

I take regular photos of the garden to track progress

5 Use renewable resources

I am reusing elements on the property where they are 

suitable

I aim to use solar power rather than the grid for fairy 

lights and a water feature

I use guinea pig bedding for compost, and manure for 

the garden

I aim to start seed saving

6 Produce no waste

I have a compost bin in the garden for kitchen and 

garden waste

Guinea pig bedding waste goes into the compost

I aim to set up a play pen to take advantage of guinea 

pig grazing instead of mowing the lawn and for the 

manure to enrich the soil

I aim to capture rainwater

We will grow what we like to eat to minimise waste 
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7 Design from patterns to details

I am using a rough mandala shape for the vegetable 

and fruit production

I am using a rough spiral shape for growing herbs

I aim to use the raised beds for annuals and plant 

perennials in the ground, and then choose suitable 

plants accordingly

8 Integrate rather than segregate

I aim to establish plant guilds for fruit trees and 

companion planting

The garden is to be child-friendly

I'm using fences, trellis, and arch to grow climbing 

plants

9 Use small and slow solutions

I'm using the peas that have sprouted from using pea 

straw as mulch to grow up the garden arch

The garden structure will largely remain

We are using dwarf versions of fruit trees to suit our 

property

10 Use and value diversity

I am planting natives as well as edibles to attract 

beneficial insects, birds, improve the soil, and bring 

beauty to the garden

I will plant flowers and herbs in a couple of sites to 

enable accessibility for food, and support plant guilds

11 Use edges and value the marginal

I am using available ground as well as pots and other 

structures to increase areas for plants

12 Creatively use and respond to change

As our family needs change, we will make changes to 

plant choices and our use of the space


